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CONSIDERATION 


QUERIES 


HUMBLY PROPOSED 


To the Conſideration of the 
PuBLIc. 


S the preſent Generation of Roman Catholicks in this 
Kingdom, have never attempted to diſturb the publick 
Tranquillity, but have continued to lead quiet and 

peaceable Lives, even at Seaſons when a very. different 

Conduct was generally expected from them; it would ſeem to be 
no more than common Equity to admit, that their inward Prin- 
ciples, muſt bear a ſuitable Correſpondence with their external 
behaviour: And tho' it may be unnatural to ſuppoſe, that they 
can ever feel equal Satisfaction in living under a Proteſtunt, as in 
the Imagination of ſeeing their Religion triumphant under a Pepi 
Government; yet ſuch may be their Senſe of the Eaſe and Ad- 
vantages which they at preſent Poſſeſs, and of the fatal Conſe- 
quences which muſt attend an unſucceſsful Struggle on the one 
Hand, and ſuch is the Horrour which the native Generofity of the 
human Heart. muſt. naturally conceive, at the Thoughts of be- 
coming 1. in Maſſacres, and all the other ſhocking Barbari- 
ties of a Civil War on the other, that an ingenuous Mind will find 
na Difficulty in ſuppoſing that, 1 as it continues matter mm | 
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their own free Choice, they honeſtly and ſincerely mean to perſe- 
vere in their uſual inoffenſive Conduct and peaceable Submiſſion to 
the preſent Civil Government. 


Thus far has that honeſt Principle, «hich thinketh no Evil, 
a natural Tendency to beget in the Proteſtants of Ireland a 
Confidence towards their preſent Roman Catholic Country- 
men; and in this Temper it is that the few following Queries 
are now recommended to the ſerious and diſpaſſionate Conſi- 
deration of the Public. | 


_ 


2. 1. Whether we have not abundant Reafon to apprehend 
that the united Powers of France and Spain are at preſent de- 
termined to exert their utmoſt Force and Art in diſtreſſing 


| Great-Britain, and, if poſſible, utterly to deſtroy our Holy 


Religion, and put an End to our Excellent and long envied 
Civil Conſtitution and Legal Government ? 


D. 2: Whether there is not too much Ground to ſuſpect that 
exciting a Rebellion in Ireland, at a Time when a conſiderable 
Body of Rebels are actually in Arms in one Part of Great- 


Britain, and a Deſcent from France ſeems evidently to be in- 


tended againſt the other, may not poſſibly appear to thoſe Powers 
as one material Step towards compaſſing thoſe Ends? | 


9. 3. In caſe Matters ſhould appear to them in this Light, 
may not theſe Powers be preſumed to have ſufficient Influence 
with the Pope, and the other foreign Eccleſiaſtical Superiors of 
the Roman Catholics in this Kingdom, to bind it as an imme- 
diate and indiſpenſable Duty on their Conſciences, under no leſs 
Penalties than Excommunication in this World, and conſequent 
eternal Damnation in the next, to extirpate by Fire 59d 
Sword, and every other Means of Violence, the Proteſtant In- 
Habitants of this Country, and to exert their whole Force, in 


Conjunction with thoſe Powers, and under their Direction, to 


overturn the preſent Conſtitution of Great Britain, and to place 
the Pretender on the Throne? | | 


24. If ſuch Injun&ions ſhquld be obtained and ſent over, would 
not the Body of Roman Catholics look upon the Authority as 
too ſacred to admit of any other Conduct, than an implicite Q 
bedience ; whatever Reluctance they might feel from the Princt- 
= of Humanity, to commit ſuch Outrage on their Proteſtant 

4 dwelling ſecurely by them, and however unwiſe theß 
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t judge ſuch an Attempt in Point of Policy ? 
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2. 5. Would it not therefore be acting a truly humane and 
friendly Part towards the Roman Catholic Inhabitants, as well 
as an evidently wiſe one towards the Country in general, to de- 
viſe and put in Execution ſuch Meaſures, if any ſuch can be de- 
viſed, as without breaking in on the Exerciſe of their Religion, 
or doing any material Injury to their Perſons or Properties, 
might ſo evidently diſqualify them for executiag ſuch Injunctions 
zs to make it appear to our Enemies Abroad, utterly abſurd to 
impoſe them? 


9. 6. Were it a Point certain and well known abroad and at 
home, that the Roman Catholicks of this Country are utterly de- 
ſtitute of Arms, would not this be one very material Circumſtance 
towards diſcouraging our Enemies from attempting to excite a 
Rebellion among us ? 


9, 7 Would not a general and diligent Seareh of all Places 
in the Poſſeſſion of Roman Catholicks throughout the Kingdom, 
together with a large Reward for every Diſcovery of concealed 
Arms, go a conſiderable way towards aſcertaining this Point ? 
And would not every actual Diſcovery of ſuch Arms, or ſatiſ- 
factory Evidence, that Arms had been recently concealed, be fo 
many additional and unanſwerable Arguments for the Expediency 
of taking this and every other Precaution which the Principles of 
Juſtice and Humanity will permit? | | 


Q. 8. It being all along taken for granted, that the Roman 
Catholick Inhabitants, are of themſelves quite difinclined to create 
any Diſturbance, would it not be perfectly conſiſtent with theſe 
Principles, if, in all ſuch critical Seaſons as the preſent, ſome of 
the moſt conſiderable of the Roman Catholicks throughout the 
Kingdom, ſhould be required to reſide in the Metropolis? and, with 
regard to all the other Pop; Inhabitants, that Power be given 
by a Law to any two neighbouring Juſtices of the Peace ; as 
ſoon as there ſhall happen any Inſurrection or Invaſion in any 
Part of this Kingdom, to ſummon all ſuch Roman Catholic In- 
habitants of that Country, living at no greater Diſtance than 

Miles from one or other of ſuch Juſtices, to make their 

rſonal Appearance before them or either of them; and in 
Caſe any Roman Catholic, thus ſummoned, ſhall negle& to make 
Days, or OR 


his Appearance for the Space of 
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his Appearance ſhall, during the Continuance of ſuch Inſur- 


rection or Invaſion, abſent himſelf from his own Dwelling 


for the Space of Days, without Leave firſt obtained from 
the ſaid Juſtices, That in either of theſe Caſes, every Perſon thus 
offending ſhall be deemed as in actual Rebellion, and proceeded 
againſt as a Rebel ? | 


A. Would there be either Juſtice or Decency in complaining 
of the Inconveniencies, which, in ſome Inſtances, might attend 
ſuch Regulations, ſeeing they are never to take Place, except in 
Caſes where the Proteſtants muſt of Neceſſity be involved in 
much greater ; eſpecially when it is remembred to what unhap- 
PY Cauſe it is principally owing, that Britain and Ireland are 
at any Time ſubje& to have their domeſtic Tranquillity in this 
Manner diſturbed ; and why they are not at all Times what, by 
the Nature of their Situation, the Number, Induſtry, and Wealth 
of their Inhabitants, and above all, by the excellent Spirit of 
their Conſtitution, they are at all Times qualifed to be, the 
Guardians of the public Liberty, and the Terror and Scourge 
of all the tyrannical and perſecuting Powers of Europe? And 


would not ſome Regulations to this Effect, prove a farther Diſ- 


couragement to our Enemies, from. attempting, to ſtir up a Re- 
bellion in this Country, and likewiſe greatly. contribute ta 
ſtrengthen a rational Confidence of Safety in the Breaſt, of every 
well · affected and peaceable Inhabitant ? 


2. 10. Whether there be not at preſent, in a few, conti: 
guous Northern Counties of this Kingdom, ſuch a Body of Pro- 
teſtants, as would, upon any Exigency, eaſily admit of their 
ſending above forty Thouſand of their Number for the 
Aſſiſtance of their Brethren and Defence of the common Cauſe, 
to any other part of the Kingdom, and at the ſame time 
leave a ſufficient Number behind, for carrying on the neceſ- 


ſary Labour of the Country, and for their awn Defence? 


2, 11. Whether the Unanimity and Zeal of the Proteſtants 
of this Kingdom in behalf of the preſent happy Conſtitution be not 
already abundantly. well known to all our Popiſh Enemies? And 
were it equally. known that all theſe Proteſtants were properly 


Provided with Arms, and put into a Condition to take the Field, 


on. any Emergency, in defence of their Religion and Liberty, 
whether this, in conjunction with the other precautions, would 
not render all Attempts for ſtirring up a Rebellion here as abſurd 


in the Contrivance, as they muſt proye IrapraRticable in the Exe- 
eution s MONT : IT 
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L. 12. Whether it be not a matter obvious to common Senſe, 

and to be held as an eſtabliſhed and important Maxim in regard 
to this Country, whenever the Danger becomes common, and 
Britain finds herſelf deeply engaged eicher by InſurreQions 
within, or from actual or 'threatened Invaſions, that in all 
ſuch Caſes Ireland muſt of Neceſſity owe it's Preſervation and 
Safety to it's own Inhabitants ? And whether it be not evident 
that it is only in ſuch 'Circumſtances as theſe that this Countty 
can be brought into any continued State of Danger; ſeeing the 
"ſtanding Forces of Great-Britain, with thoſe on the Jr5þ 
Eſtabliſhment, 'muſt be more than ſufficient effectually to dif- 
courage our Enemies from making any ſeparate Attempt on this 
Kingdom, whilſt Britain remains in Safety and Peace? 


S. Whether therefore it does not at preſent highly concern 
all ror of Proteſtants in this Country, as having all that can 
be dear to them at Stake, in their ſeveral Stations, zealouſly 
to co-operate with our Government for enabling this King- 
dom, as ſpeedily as poſſible, to avail itſelf of its natural 
Strength ? And whether this natural Strength be not in Re- 
ality ſo great, and ſo happily animated, as, when ſuitably 
ſupplied with the Means, and properly directed in the Uſe 
of them, muſt have a powerful and neceſſary Tendency to 
produce the moſt happy Effects? Would it not put an End 
to all unmanly and diſtracting Apprehenſions of Danger from 
any Miſchief which our Enemies can meditate againſt us, a 
Circumſtance productive of much Happineſs to the honeſt 
Inhabitants, and of ſignal Advantage to Trade and Induſtry ? 
Would it not abate the Pride and confound the Devices of 
all our Enemies? And would it not put this Iſland into a 
Condition of affording, what it muſt always have a hearty Diſpo- 
ſition to, important Succours to Britain, if ever the intimately 
connected Intereſts of the preſent Royal Family, our Legal 
Conſtitution, and the Cauſe of Liberty ſhould come to ſtand in 
Need of them ? | =B 


2. 14. On the Whole, tho' in the Event it ſhould after all, 
turn out that our Danger is not nigh ſo great as the Fearful a- 
mongſt us at preſent imagine, or ſhould it even be leſs than the 
Wile and the Brave are willing to admit, yet can any Evil be ap- 
8 from its being as generally and with as much certainty 

own as the Nature of ſuch Things will allow, that the Proteſtanta 
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trained to the Uſe of them, and that the Roman Catholic 
Inhabitants are not only diſinelined but diſabled from _exe- 

cuting any miſchievous and ſanguinary purpoſes of our Enemies, 5 
by being utterly deſtitute of Arms, and unpractiſed in the Ex- 
erciſe of them? If there cannot, then, is there not ſtill Argu- 
ment ſufficient for the principal Things hinted at in theſe Que- 
Ties, ariſing from the Eaſe, and Confidence of Security. which  - 
muſt hereby be eſtabliſhed in the Minds of multitudes of his Ma- 
jeſty's honeſt Subjects in this Kingdom? And are they not, at 
this time, naturally led to look for ſuch indulgence, from the 
| benevolent Genius of our Excellent Government, which not only 
| means that all who live under its Protection, ſhould be in Re- 
ality ſafe in the Enjoyment of their Properties, Liberty and 
Religion, but that they ſhould think and feel themſelves ſo ? 
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